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       NATIONAL SHORE ANGLING FINAL
                 NORTH BEACH, GREAT YARMOUTH
                 FRIDAY 31st OCTOBER 2025
Welcome to the forty-second National Shore Angling Final. Accommodation (based on two people sharing a twin room), consisting of breakfast and evening meal both days, has been booked for all competitors for the nights of Thursday 30th October and Friday 31st October at the Palm Court Hotel, 9-12, North Drive, Great Yarmouth, Norfolk, NR30 1EG. www.palmcourt.co.uk. Tel: 01493 844568.

The hotel is on the sea front north of Brittania Pier and adjacent to Yarmouth FC ground.

The competition will be held on Great Yarmouth, North beach, which is mainly sandy. Species caught will include Whiting, Dabs, Flounders and Cod.
There is one tackle shop in the area – Gorleston Tackle Centre, 7/8, Pier Walk, Gorleston, Great Yarmouth. Tel: 01493 662448.
If you do not require the accommodation booked or have any special requirements, dietary or otherwise, please let the Angling Council know as soon as possible as you may be charged for it regardless. If you will be arriving late please let the hotel know. All rooms are paid for a month before the match day so please let your team captain know if your attendance is doubtful. Any late changes may be charged to the individual.

If you want to arrange to stay either side of the two days booked, or bring guests, please contact the Angling Council and we will try and book it for you at our preferential rate.
See you all on the day, 


  
Jim North
Tel :-
01702 218098
07901 795966 

Email :-
secretary.angling@csscvolunteer.co.uk
Visit our website at www.csscangling.co.uk. Here you will find details of finals - reports, results, contacts, photos plus much more.
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NATIONAL TEAM SHORE ANGLING FINALS

ENCLOSED WITH THIS NOTICE PLEASE FIND


i) 
RULES FOR THE FINAL


ii)
TIMETABLE FOR THE COMPETITION


iii)
LIST OF SPECIES SIZE LIMITS


iv)
DIRECTIONS TO THE HOTEL AND MATCH VENUE

COMPETITION RULES

The onus for having read the match rules lies with the individual competitor. ANY proven complaint about an angler not complying with these rules WILL BE UPHELD.

TRAVEL
After the final head office will send out a travel claim. Only one claim is to be filled in per team. Each team can claim mileage for one car and 50% of the cost will be refunded plus the full passenger rate and any essential tolls.
CODE OF CONDUCT

As with all activities organised by CSSC we hope that you enjoy this event and find it to be well organised and professionally run - this is our clear aim on every occasion.

Events such as these are an important part of CSSC’s calendar and take a great deal of planning and hard work to organise successfully. They are paid for by members and CSSC is very mindful that this places an important responsibility on all of us to contribute to the success of each event.

To help you have an enjoyable time and ensure that your fellow competitors and colleagues do likewise you are asked to observe the following code of conduct, which as an organisation, CSSC promotes at each of its events.

1. Enjoy your competition - give your all and play to the full. Respect and applaud good play from 

    your opponents as well as your own side and remember - have fun!

2. Be on time - as a basic courtesy, for all aspects of the event. Know the itinerary and how it affects 

    you. No one appreciates a poor timekeeper. 

3. Know the rules of the game - adhere to them in practice and in spirit at all times. If you are unsure; 

    ask for guidance before the event as ignorance or cheating will lose you the respect of those around 

    you and, more importantly, may cost you success.

4. Never argue with the referee/umpire - it is against the laws and spirit of competition. It will gain 

    you nothing and potentially cost you much. Remember that the referee or umpire is likely to be a 

    volunteer and without their help the competition would not take place.
UNACCEPTABLE BEHAVIOUR WILL LEAD TO DISCIPLINARY ACTION

5. Participants should be mindful of their responsibilities - as a representative of their Departments 

    or Agency, their own CSSC Association, and also of CSSC in general. Others may be watching and 

    form opinions from what they see so make sure your conduct enhances the reputation of those you 

    respect.

6. Be aware of the proper administration of the event - report changes in availability and 

    requirements to the organisers immediately and do not bring unauthorised guests to the event.

7. If there is a Presentation and/or Dinner at the conclusion of the competition - do your utmost to 

    attend for your own enjoyment and as a mark of respect for your fellow competitors, colleagues and 

    organisers.

8. Drinking alcohol during the competition is not an advised action. You should bear in mind 

    your responsibilities to your team mates and fellow competitors.

                             NATIONAL SHORE ANGLING CHAMPIONSHIP

                                                                    RULES

1
The evening before the match the team captains will draw the peg number for their team and allocate which team member will fish in each zone.



2
In the interests of safety, competitors must not fish closer than 15 metres in any direction 

   
from one another.

3
PENDULUM CAST The organising committee have the power to ban the Pendulum cast in 
              the interests of safety.


If the pendulum cast is allowed any angler using it must also use a shock leader of adequate 
strength and length (a minimum of twice the rod length and at least six full turns on the 

reel and AT LEAST 50LBS BREAKING STRAIN).
4
Competitors must not cast a line into the water for a period of 15 minutes before the starting 
signal is given.

5
A competitor will not have in use more than one rod at any one time and the tackle attached 
shall have no more than three hooks. Spare baited traces are allowed.


A reserve rod with reel attached and line through the rings but no terminal tackle attached , is 
allowed.

6
Assistance may be given to land fish but, except for safety reasons, only the competitor may 


handle the rod. Fish hooked by two anglers or on lost traces shall not be eligible to be 
weighed in.

7
All legal baits except feathers and lures may be used. Beads on traces and snoods are 
allowed.

8
Any attempt to extend the length of any fish will result in disqualification of the competitor.

9
In pegged events anglers wading must return to the beach immediately after casting.

10
Minimum fish sizes will be decided by the organising committee and advised to all team captains before the competition. Undersized fish MUST be returned to the water immediately on capture. 

11
Competitors will receive one point per centimetre of fish recorded. Competitors will receive  

points for their position achieved in their zone, 1 point for winning down to a possible 12. The team with the lowest points total are the winners. Where there is a tie then the competitor or team with the most number of fish will be the winner, if there is also a tie on the number of fish then the winner will be the one with the longest fish. If there is still a tie after this then the points will be shared.

12
Any complaint must be made in writing to a member of the organising committee within 
fifteen minutes of the conclusion of the weigh in. The organising committee’s decision shall 
be final on all matters relating to the competition.

 13
INSURANCE. Competitors are covered by the CSSC Third Party policy for accidents to third 
parties or their property. Competitors are expected to exercise proper control of their 
equipment and attention is drawn to the rules on general safety (rules 2 & 3). The CSSC 
Personal Accident policy also provides limited cover for the death or major injury, i.e. loss of 
eye or limb. The CSSC cover does not include minor injuries or any loss of earnings or any  

              dental, medical or optical fees that may arise.

14
Competitors must have qualified through a regional competition in either the region in which

they live or work. Qualification for regional angling events will adopt the following rules. An angler can compete in either the region in which, a) he/she has a permanent place of residence, or b) a permanent place of employment (ie. where the member spends the majority of their working time during a qualifying period of six months prior to the date of the regional qualifier). If neither apply, then an angler shall compete in the region shown on his/her current CSSC membership card. These rules apply to full, linked and family members. Any competitor fishing in more than one qualifying competition in order


to qualify for the finals shall be disqualified.

15
The organising committee reserve the right to alter or amend these rules at any time. If for any 
reason during the competition it is felt that a change must be made, e.g. for the safety of the 
competitors, the organiser will verbally advise competitors of the change.

16
Optional pools are available to competitors. A pool sheet is included and this must be returned 
to the organiser either at the briefing meeting held the evening before the competition or on 
the morning of the match before competitors leave the headquarters. If the match is ‘pegged


down’ pools must be paid before the peg draw is made.

17
On any matters where these rules are silent the organising committee of the Civil Service 
Sports Council Angling Council shall be the final arbiters.

18
Remember your responsibility to fellow anglers and other members of the public. FISH 
SAFE.

19
OPEN MEETING FOR COMPETITORS

Any items to be discussed should be passed in writing to one of the officers prior to the presentation meal and then if there is a need for a meeting only the captain of that team will talk on the item raised. We would also welcome items raised at regional competitions and ask that you forward with your representative team.

20
Competitors may not have guests fishing with them on their peg, if their guest wishes to fish on match day they are welcome provided they are a hundred yards beyond the start or end of the match length.


21
Competitors are reminded that the CSSC or its servants do not hold themselves responsible for any accidents to or arising from the actions of competitors or third parties at this competition.

22 
If on arrival at the event / competition venue you have health and safety concerns regarding your participation, please raise these with the event organiser at the first opportunity.  CSSC will assess these concerns and, as necessary, take steps to re-assure you that the situation is well catered for or take action to improve the existing conditions / provision.  If you remain concerned and decide not to take part in the final on these grounds or decide to stop competing before the end, you will have two options:  you may stay at the event, assist in its organisation and support the other competitors during the day / remainder of the day; alternatively you should leave the event and return home.  

Under no circumstances can members withdraw from the final, dislocate themselves from the venue, undertake other activities during the course of the day and then return to the event for the presentation dinner or other aspects of the event.  If you choose not to compete and leave the venue, your regional CSSC management board will be notified and you may be charged for the accommodation not used.  If you are in employment, your employer may be notified in case special leave is an element of your absence from work.  It is also important to note that you would not be covered by CSSC’s insurance for any activity undertaken away from the National Final and its venue(s).

23
Team captains must, on arrival at the event, provide the names and mobile telephone numbers of all team members to the event organisers and must also confirm that they have these numbers entered within their own phones.  If, exceptionally, a member does not have a mobile phone, they must be briefed to stay in regular contact with at least one other member that has and this person’s details should be submitted on arrival at the event.  It is the captain’s responsibility to ensure that s/he and the event organisers can contact all members at the event quickly and directly.

24
OWING TO THE ACTIVITIES OF THE ANTI-ANGLING LOBBYISTS 
COMPETITORS MUST ENSURE THAT THEIR BEHAVIOUR DOES NOT GIVE 
RISE TO ANY CRITICISM REGARDING THE HANDLING OF BAITS AND FISH.


LEAVE NO RUBBISH - EVEN IF IT ISN’T YOURS - TAKE IT HOME. 

25.         Should you wish to provide feedback there is a form available for download at 

              www.csscangling.co.uk/documents.
** CATCH AND RELEASE RULES **
The successful return of fish alive to the water depends mainly on how fish are treated when they are landed. The following are guidelines competitors are expected to follow:-

- anglers must have a bucket of fresh sea water in which fish should be placed immediately they are caught and prior to any other activity,

- fish should be handled as little as possible and treated with care. The use of a wet rag and a disgorger is recommended,

- fish should be carried in the bucket of sea water to the adjacent angler to be recorded, or alternatively a steward will sign for them (there will be steward in each zone),


- the final will be on a measure and release basis, please ensure you each have a proper metric fish measure, biro lines on a piece of wood or rulers are not acceptable,

- fish are measured from the tip of the nose, with its mouth closed, to the tip of the tail. Skate and rays are measured wingtip to wingtip.

- the length recorded should be rounded down to the nearest full centimetre. In the event of a dispute a steward will arbitrate,

- once recorded the fish should be returned gently to the sea (not thrown in the air!) before the next cast is retrieved. You should ensure that the fish swims away. 


- fish may be retained for the table if so desired but they must exceed the NFSA size limits shown below,

- size limits for this final are 18 centimetres for all species other than common eels which will all count as 30 centimetres. Any Lesser Spotted Dogfish or Garfish over 18 centimetres will count as 45 centimetres. Weevers do not count.
TIMETABLE

THURSDAY 30th October
Arrive any time, your room will be available from 13:00. 

Representatives of the Angling Council will be present to meet you and deal with any queries you have between the hours of 13:00 and 15:00 after this they can be contacted by mobile. (Chairman –Mitch Johnson 07500 058493 , Treasurer – Tony Cliff 07833 638847, Secretary – Jim North 07901 795966). 

Dinner 19:00.

Should there be a requirement for a Captains meeting, the Captains will be informed at check-in and the meeting will be about 21:30 in the hotel bar.

Please hand your completed pools form and monies to the shore rep or any other member of the Angling Council.


FRIDAY 31st October
Breakfast is available from 07:15-09.30, last chance to hand in your pools form and expenses claim if you want it paid before you leave tomorrow.

    



Individual packed lunches will be handed out on leaving the hotel 

                                                          or delivered to the venue.





Match times 10:00 – 16.:00. High tide 15:34, low neap.
        


Presentation dinner 19:00. Dress code smart casual, regional polo 




shirts if you have them.

SATURDAY 1st November 
Please settle any additional items on your room bill and vacate the 



room by 11:00m.





Have a safe journey home.





Whilst all dates are fixed some of the times may be changed.

SIZE LIMITS FOR FISH KEPT FOR THE TABLE
(FISH BELOW THESE SIZES MUST NOT BE RETAINED)

	
	cm
	
	cm
	
	cm

	Bass
	42
	Bream
	24
	Brill
	35

	Bull Huss
	58
	Coalfish
	35
	Cod
	35

	Conger
	91
	Dab
	23
	Dogfish
	38

	Flounder
	27
	Garfish
	38
	Gurnard
	28

	Haddock
	30
	Hake
	30
	John Dory
	25

	Ling
	72
	Mackerel
	30
	Megrim
	25

	Mullet
	33
	Plaice
	28
	Pollack
	30

	Pouting
	18
	Poor Cod
	18
	Rockling
	18

	Silver eel
	38
	Spurdog
	58
	Skate & Ray #
	45

	Smoothound
	51
	Sole
	25
	Scad
	25

	Trigger Fish
	30
	Turbot
	35
	Whiting
	27

	Witch
	28
	Ballan Wrasse
	23
	Unclassified
	20

	
	kg
	
	kg
	
	kg

	Halibut
	3
	Monkfish
	7
	Shark
	18

	Tope
	9
	
	
	
	



#Across the wings.
              Weevers do not count.
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